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Dear fellow bibliophiles: 
 
I would like to reiterate my invitation (see Book Notes 1.1) to JRBS members to send me 
contributions for inclusion in these pages—a recent purchase, a favorite old friend on 
your shelf, your current project, a new acquisition for your library, an anecdote, a note, a 
query, etc. I am perfectly happy to continue on, but more voices make a fulsome noise. 
 
—Rick Ring 
 
 

 
 

 

A Bookish Memorial 
 

On July 21 the following message was posted on ExLibris, one of the major international 
rare book listservs, by Gustavo Breitfeld: 
 
I report with great sadness the passing of my dear father Alfredo Breitfeld of Librería de Antaño 
on 11 July 2020, after a four-month struggle with Covid-19. As many of you know, my father 

(82) was an antiquarian bookseller based in Argentina, full of pass ion, energy and creativity. We 
were partners for a little over 32 years, and I only have words of thanks for allowing me to grow 

as an antiquarian bookseller at his side, and together to position our Librería de Antaño in the 
place we dream together. 
    
Alfredo, Gustavo, and their wives always visited the JCB when they came up for the New 
York International Antiquarian Book Fair (Gustavo tells me he still does). Because the 
library collects everything printed in Central and South America during the colonial 
period, we bought many items from them, but one particular acquisition sticks out in my 
mind, because it happened over the course of five years. 
 



   

 

In 2001 I began buying issues of the Gaceta de Buenos Aires from the Breitfelds, as we 
only had a fraction of the entire run. The Gaceta was a weekly newspaper covering news 
from Europe and the Americas, new laws as they were issued, and the unfolding events 
related to the Peninsular War and the Argentine War of Independence. It was read 
aloud at chapels, after services, and discussed in the streets.  
 
Using the standard bibliographies by Antonio Zinny  and Guillermo Furlong as a 
“scorecard,” I would work through the Breitfeld’s quotes as they sourced hundreds of 
issues year by year and I kept a running tally of gaps. In 2001 we doubled our holdings, 
purchasing 140 issues. The banner year was 2002, when we bought 429 issues, putting 
the JCB at 84% of the known run. In 2003 we acquired 58 more issues. Of course, as we 
came closer to completion, the remaining missing issues were proving harder to find. 
We bought 23 in 2004, none in 2005, and my last purchase was of 10 issues in 2006—
when we could claim 787 of the 828 issues, or 95% of the issues recorded in those 
bibliographies. In later years most of the run was digitized and it is now freely available 
on the Internet Archive. Alfredo would be pleased, I am sure. 
 
—Rick Ring 

 
 

 
 
 

A Newly Acquired Bartlett Letter 
 
Acquisitions are the lifeblood of any actively collecting institution, and I am pleased 
especially to report to the JRBS that the Rhode Island Historical Society has recently 
acquired a letter written by Bartlett for its collection of Bartlett’s papers, which is MSS 
286 (see https://www.rihs.org/mssinv/Mss286.htm). 
 

I would like to thank our Treasurer, Holly Snyder, who gave me the heads-up on the 
opportunity. A dealer in Pennsylvania had sent Holly the initial offer, and she sent 
messages to me and to the JCB, which has the other large collection of Bartlett’s papers. 
We all decided that the RIHS would be the best place for it, given its content. This spirit 
of collaborative collecting has not always been the rule among Providence institutions, 
but I am happy that we are enjoying such a period these days. 
 
I am delighted beyond my power to express to say that an explication of the significance 
of this letter has been provided to us by one of our esteemed members, Jerry E. Mueller, 
the editor of Bartlett’s Autobiography—published in a beautiful edition by the JCB in 
2006. 
 
—Rick Ring 
 

https://www.rihs.org/mssinv/Mss286.htm


   

 

 
 



   

 

 
 
This letter to Horace H. Moore from John Russell Bartlett in 1858 had its roots in a long series of 

events and associations that date back to 1840. In that year, Bartlett and Charles H. Welford, an 
Englishman some ten years Bartlett’s junior, formed a partnership, Bartlett & Welford, a firm 
that sold fine quality books largely imported from Europe. Their bookshop on Broadway in New 

York City sold its volumes over the counter and by mail order and commission. Among their 
noteworthy clientele were writers James Fennimore Cooper and Washington Irving and book 

collectors such as George Perkins Marsh and Peter Force. Bartlett & Welford also published 
maps, pamphlets, and books on a wide variety of subjects and prepared extensive catalogues of 
their shop’s holdings. At this point Horace H. Moore enters our story, for he was a long-time 

employee of the B&W bookstore. Of significance is the fact that Moore was still on the staff 
when Bartlett dissolved his partnership in the struggling business in the spring of 1849. 
 

Charles Welford continued to operate B&W until 1852 when the firm sold its remaining 
inventory at auction. He spent most of the rest of his life in England, working as a partner and 

agent for import divisions of Scribner in New York. According to an online letter dated May 12, 
1877, the firm of Scribner, Welford, & Armstrong, Commission Booksellers and Importers, 
received cases of books from London that it offered for examination to Sam J. Tilden, 

presumably the presidential candidate who lost the disputed election of 1876. Although Bartlett 
and Welford parted ways after their days as booksellers in New York, the two men appear to 



   

 

have maintained a cordial relationship until Welford died in 1885, a year before Bartlett’s death 
in Providence. For example, Bartlett mentions in his autobiography that Welford served as his 

guide during portions of Bartlett’s trips to Europe in 1867 and 1872. In addition, there are many 
letters from Welford to Bartlett preserved in the Bartlett Collection at the John Carter Brown 

Library. 
 
Horace H. Moore put his experience at Bartlett & Welford to good use when he relocated to 

California. He became librarian of the Mercantile Library in San Francisco, an institution that 
still operates in that city. Bartlett’s primary reason in writing to Moore in 1858 is his concern that 

several volumes he sent to Moore the previous June or July had apparently not yet arrived in San 
Francisco. He is referring to the first few volumes of Records of the Colony of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations in New England, a series of eight books produced by Bartlett between 

1855 and 1865 when he served as Rhode Island’s Secretary of State. We can assume Moore 
eventually received his books. Moore himself would later produce his widely recognized 

Classified Catalogue of the Mercantile Library of San Francisco, (1861), a volume that is readily 
available for viewing online. This catalogue carries approximately 14,000 entries grouped by 
subject matter, including Bartlett’s Dictionary of Americanisms and Personal Narrative. The 

catalogue also contains entries for Moore’s own writings; these are largely of a religious or 
philosophical nature. 

 
Bartlett mentions in his letter that Senator Gwin of California attended Brown University’s 
commencement and dinner in 1858. William Gwin was a medical doctor and a southerner who 

arrived in California via Mississippi. Soon thereafter, he became very wealthy when gold was 
discovered on his property in 1849. It is possible Gwin’s success with his gold mine might have 

prompted Bartlett to take a closer look at California for possible personal investment 
opportunities. After he arrives in San Francisco in early 1852 as U.S. Boundary Commissioner, 
Bartlett writes of his intention to visit the California gold fields in the Sierras east of Sacramento, 

but floods in the region prompted him instead to visit the geysers northwest of Napa Valley. 
While en route near present-day Calistoga, Bartlett was convinced by a local inhabitant that the 

man possessed a specimen of zinc ore he had taken from the head of a nearby ravine. Bartlett and 
his commission secretary, Thomas H. Webb, followed the man to the site, only to discover the 
rock outcrop was one of largely worthless serpentine. Bartlett would later travel south of San 

Francisco to inspect the mercury mining and milling operations near New Almaden. In 1859, six 
years after his return to Providence from the Southwest, Bartlett and another native son, 

Sylvester Mowry, incorporated the Sopori Land & Mining Company, which owned a large tract 
of land south of Tucson, Arizona. Bartlett is listed as secretary of the corporation and a member 
of the board of directors, among which we find such notables as Henry B. Anthony and Samuel 

Colt. There is no evidence this venture was successful. 
 

Bartlett’s letter is significant in that it allows us to look back at his multi- faceted career and his 
dedication to all aspects of books. By 1858, he had established himself as an author, collector, 
agent, and seller of books. His own second edition of the Dictionary of Americanisms was in 

press at Little, Brown & Company, and his compilation of the records of Rhode Island was 
proceeding at a rapid rate, with several volumes already published. To this we can add his labor 

as personal librarian to John Carter Brown, an effort that would ultimately lead to perhaps 
Bartlett’s crowning achievement in the book world, the “Bibliotheca Americana.” It is fitting that 



   

 

John D. Haskell chose the following title for his 1977 dissertation at George Washington 
University, John Russell Bartlett (1805-1886): Bookman. 

 
—Jerry E. Mueller 

 
 


